
 

Dear Friends in Scouting: 
 

As you are likely aware, Mr. Rick Adamsky, a former volunteer with Scouts Canada, was 
recently arrested and charged by ALERT’s Internet Child Exploitation Unit (ICE).  Group 
leadership has called parents of children in the affected group earlier this week, but as 
the Council Key 3 we wanted to reach out to all of our members as well.  We understand 
that this is troubling news. 
 

This ICE investigation is ongoing and very few details have been shared with us.  What 
we do know is that ICE did not contact Scouts Canada during the course of their 
investigation, which began in March.  We learned of this situation after Mr. Adamsky was 
charged on April 1st. ICE has told us that they have no indication that Scouting youth had 
been put at risk at any time.  If requested, Scouts Canada will support the ICE 
investigation in any way that we can. 
 

As per Scouts Canada policy, Mr. Adamsky’s membership in our organization was 
terminated immediately after we learned of the charges against him. 
 

Nothing is more important to Scouts Canada than the safety of the youth in our care, and 
we have been a leader in youth safety for many years.  We were one of the first youth 
serving organizations in Canada to introduce Police Records Checks for volunteers in 
1997, and the past decade in particular, has seen us take further steps to ensure that we 
set the highest possible standard for youth safety:   

 We have a central team staffed by safety professionals that is accountable for 
managing all safety matters across Canada and ensuring that any issues that 
might arise are immediately reported to the authorities. 

 Our volunteers and staff undergo rigorous safety screening and training before 
they are able to work with children or report for work. 

 We are one of the first non-sporting organizations in Canada to introduce 
mandatory Respect in Sport for Activity Leaders training.  This training empowers 
our volunteers and staff to identify and prevent bullying, abuse, harassment and 
discrimination behaviors.   

You will find more detail on our Safe Scouting web pages.  There you will also find a 
range of safety tips and resources to keep your child safe during their Scouting 
adventures, as well as their daily lives outside of Scouting. 
 

We realize that this situation is upsetting and that you may have questions about youth 
safety at Scouts Canada.  We encourage you to contact your local Scouting leadership; 
they will be happy to address your questions.  If you have questions related to the ICE 
investigation and charges, you may contact Sargent Mike Zaparyniuk at 780-509-3362.  
Please send all media requests to John Petitti at jpetitti@scouts.ca. 
 
Finally, should you have any other concerns, please feel free to contact us directly at 
nlc-ck3@scouts.ca. 
 

Yours in Scouting, 
 
 

Taelon Schuppli-Connolly Norm Kerr          Tonille Mallette 
Council Youth Commissioner Council Commissioner Council Relationship Manager 


